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STATISTICALLY SPEAKING

Circulation for the library system totaled 41,435
items during April. This was the busiest April on
record in terms of circulation and also posted a
2.74% increase over the same month of 2008.

PUPPET SHOW

Over 900 children, parents, and teachers attended
the library’s puppet show this month. Our
production of “The Little Red Hen” ran from May 4
through May 8 with a total of nine performances.
Many people helped with this year's puppet show.
A special thank-you goes to Linda McGowan for
providing musical accompaniment  and
entertainment for the children. Thanks also to Tony
Dixon and Dirck Spencer for technical assistance.
Mildred Elliott, June Parker, Phyllis Conner, and
Amber Winstead were puppeteers or acted in the
production.

Our twice-yearly puppet shows are performed at
the main library. The demountable wall between
the children’s program room and meeting room A is
removed to create a large open area where
children can sit comfortably on the carpeted floor
and enjoy the show.
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS
FROM LIBRARY DIRECTOR
WILLIE NELMS

On Monday, May 4, we had some very special
guests at our library as we held our annual
breakfast for elected officials. This is the 27t year
we have held this event. Members of the Pitt
County Board of Commissioners and the
Greenville City Council, our two state senators,
and one of our state representatives joined
members of the Sheppard Memorial Library
Board of Trustees to share food and to get an
update about library happenings. We always try
to make this event an entertaining affair. This
year was no exception, and, as always, it was a
very congenial group and a pleasant event. | am
always gratified that our elected officials take the
time to visit us and to hear about our activities
and our needs. We can never be sure how many
of them will come to see us, but we always have
a good turnout, and this year we had the largest
number of elected officials in recent years. These
are tough economic times at all levels, and it's
important that we can meet in a casual
environment and conduct business as well.

Holiday Closing
Saturday, May 23
through
Monday, May 25




IN DEMAND

The following books have been among those most
in demand among adult patrons at the main library
during the past month.

JUST TAKE MY HEART
by Mary Higgins Clark

LAVENDER MORNING
by Jude Deveraux

ALWAYS LOOKING UP
by Michael J. Fox

THE ASSOCIATE
by John Grisham

NEW MOON
by Stephenie Meyer

THE 8™ CONFESSION
by James Patterson and Maxine Paetro

HANDLE WITH CARE
by Jodi Picoult

Staff News

Jennifer Myers has taken a position in the
Adult Public Services Department. She had
been working in the Children’s Library.

g:een Summer Reading Club

June 8 thru August 14
Call 329-4376 for more information.
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Sheppard Memorial Library &
The Eastern North Carolina Literary

Homecoming
Presents a Showing of the Film of the Reynolds Price Play

A | E
; PRIVATE
> ;g!; CONTENTMENT May 26th
:;T. \TLAY BY a‘[ 700 pm
: REYNOLDS
PRICE
Sheppard
Memorial
Library
Meeting room
A

A young soldier goes home to
: attend his mother’s funeral just
) before being shipped out to serve in
World War |l

For more information call
329-4376

This project is made possible in part by the North Carolina NOKTH CAROLINA
Humanities Council, a state affiliate of the National Endowment HUMANITIES
for the Humanities. ' ¥

Be Creative @ Your Library

The statewide summer reading program for 2009
begins on Monday, June 8. Children will keep a
personal reading record
and earn prizes by
reading or listening to
library  books read
aloud. Each child sets
his or her own reading
goal. Children ages 3
through 12 years old

are(:invited tb pariicipate at the Children’s Library,
at any branch, and on the bookmobile.



Summer Reading
Kick-Off Event
Rob Westcott, magician
Thursday, June 11

11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

CHI LDRENG6S LI

Summer story hours will begin on Tuesday, June
16, for toddlers and Wednesday, June 17, for
preschoolers. A story hour for rising first through
fifth graders will be offered three times each
week during the summer, beginning June 17.

Summer Story Hours
intheChi | dr ends

Childrends Library

Program Room

CARVER BRANCH LIBRARY

We're busy preparing for the summer reading
program. Get ready to have some fun at the
Carver Branch Library this summer.

Preschool story hour has ended for the spring.
Summer story hour will begin on Wednesday, June
17, and Thursday, June 18. For more information,
please stop by the branch.

EAST BRANCH LIBRARY

Preschool story hours take place on Tuesdays at
10:30 a.m., beginning June 16. School-age story
hours will be on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.,
beginning June 18.

The most-requested fiction books among adult
patrons during the past month have included JUST
TAKE MY HEART by Mary Higgins Clark,
DEADLOCK by Iris Johansen, THE 8™
CONFESSION by James Patterson and Maxine
Paetro, and LOOK AGAIN by Lisa Scottoline.

Toddler Story Hour
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Preschool Story Hour
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.
&
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.

School-Age Story Hour
Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.
&
Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
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Spring story hours end on Wednesday, May 13,
for preschoolers and on Tuesday, May 19, for
toddlers.
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BEDTIME STORY HOUR
Childrendés Li
Thursday, May 28, 7:00 p.m.
families with children ages 10 and under
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Staff Birthdays

Martha Bertsch - May 27
Becky Wood - May 28
Jennifer Myers - May 28
Jeanette Johnson - May 31
John Goodson - June 6
Scott James - June 7
Joan Jones - June 12



WINTERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Winterville Public Library is getting ready for
the summer reading program. We need volunteers
who can help with presentations of musical
instruments, dance, and other creative efforts. In
order to accommodate summer camp groups, we
are moving preschool/toddler storytime to
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. during June and July. It
will remain on Thursdays until then.

We enjoyed the first graders from W.H. Robinson
School visiting us this week. The second graders
were rained out, but we will try for another day
before school ends.

Ronald McDonald will be presenting a program at
the library on Thursday, June 25, at 10:00 a.m. If
we have a huge crowd, we may have to move
outside and use the back lawn (weather
permitting.)

Winterville Library’s adult readers are enjoying
ON THE GRIND by Stephen J. Cannell, LONG
LOST by Harlan Coben, and TRUE
DETECTIVES by Jonathan Kellerman.
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BLOUNT (BETHEL) LIBRARY

The kindergarten class from Bethel Elementary
School has scheduled a visit to learn how the
library is organized, to get a first library card, and
to enjoy stories about community helpers.

Adult patrons are requesting BRIMSTONE by
Robert B. Parker, LOOK AGAIN by Lisa
Scottoline, and THE SHACK by William P.
Young.



